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FOREWORD
THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL HORNBILL CONFERENCE, MANILA

24 - 26 April, 2013

The 61 currently recognised species of hornbills in the avian order Bucerotiformes occur across Africa and Asia, but 
it is especially appropriate for two reasons that this International Hornbill Conference should have been held in the 
Philippines. First, the Philippines support 10 hornbill species, all of them endemic to these islands, and among them are 
the most threatened of all hornbill species (two Critically Endangered, two Endangered, one Vulnerable and two Near 
Threatened). Second, the Philippines is now home to the world’s leading expert on hornbill systematics and evolution, 
‘JC’ Gonzalez, and his paper that opens these proceedings informs us of at least three newly-recognised species of 
Philippine hornbill and the heightened levels of endangerment that these bring to this special regional avifauna.

This focus on a particular region of Asian hornbills is also in keeping with the strong representation of Asian 
delegates at the conference, since most of the other threatened hornbill species also occur in Asia (one Endangered, six 
Vulnerable, 11 Near Threatened), with the exception of three Vulnerable African species of which only the Southern 
Ground Hornbill was discussed by an American and the only two African delegates. Understandably, such a continental 
imbalance in concern about hornbill conservation is also reflected in the venues of conferences past (thrice in Thailand 
and once each in South Africa, Singapore and Philippines respectively) and future (Malaysia), with the Indian 
subcontinent an obvious candidate for later.

All species of Asian hornbills are rainforest-dwelling species and, since rainforests generally occur in warm, 
moist and productive habitats, these areas also support dense human populations. Asian rainforests occur mostly in 
patches, spread across continental areas and especially across the various chains of islands and peninsulae in the region. 
This makes the forests and their hornbills especially vulnerable to developmental pressures, most obviously so on the 
scattered and relatively small islands of the densely populated Philippines. In contrast, African hornbill species all 
occur on a single landmass, with most species spread across several countries, but even here it is among the rainforest 
species that most endangerment is emerging.

The 13 full papers included in this conference proceedings cover, between them, national assessments (2), 
local studies of particular species (5), novel regional conservation approaches (3), in and ex situ management skills (2) 
and particular threats (1). 

Hopefully, all these efforts will stem the strong tides flowing against hornbills, especially in rainforests 
and mainly in Asia. Hornbills are spectacular and emblematic birds, deserving of our protection, their evolution and 
classification are now more comprehensively understood than for any other avian group, and innovative conservation 
approaches are continually being developed to redress their decline. May this conference’s proceedings further 
accelerate their conservation, so that by the next conference in Sarawak we can report even more progress.

ALAN KEMP
Pretoria, South Africa
February 2014
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Guidelines for Authors

The Malayan Nature Journal (MNJ) is an internationally peer-reviewed journal that has been published by the 
Malaysian Nature Society since 1940. MNJ publishes original papers on the biology and conservation of Malaysia and 
the surrounding region. Topics may include terrestrial, fresh water or marine studies in biogeography, conservation 
biology, ecology, evolutionary biology, natural resource management, population biology, restoration ecology, or 
taxonomy and systematics. Research articles, short notes, reviews and commentary pieces may be submitted.

Submission: Electronic submission is preferred. Articles should be submitted to editor.mnj@gmail.com. Hardcopies 
can also be sent to the MNJ Managing editor, JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur.

Style and length: Research articles should not normally exceed 5000 words (8 tables and figures) with the 
following sections; Abstract (200 words), Keywords, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, 
Acknowledgments, and References. Short notes should not exceed 1000 words (3 figures or tables), with the following 
sections; Abstract (100 words), Keywords, main text, Acknowledgements, and References. Review articles should not 
exceed 5000 words (8 figures or tables), with an Abstract (200 words), Keywords (5-10), main text, Acknowledgments, 
and References. The main text may be subdivided as is suitable for the topic in question. Commentary articles should 
be brief (up to 1000 words) discussion articles based on new findings, with an Abstract (100 words), keywords (5-10), 
main text, Acknowledgements, and References.

Manuscript Format: Manuscripts should be prepared in 12 pt text, with double line spacing, and left-justified. Line 
numbers should be provided. Authors: The names and institutional addresses of the author(s) should be included 
on the title page. For the corresponding author email address and telephone numbers should be provided. Citations 
and References: Text citations are as follows (Wong 1992) or (Wong and Ong 1992) or (Wong et al. 1992). Multiple 
citations are separated by commas and listed chronological order. References are prepared as follows;

Arshad, S.J. and Storey, H.M. 1996. The butterflies of Malaysia. Malayan Nature Journal 25: 22-37.
Barlow, H.S. 1982. An Introduction to the Moths of Southeast Asia. Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian Nature 

Society.
Ng, P.K.L. 1990. The freshwater crabs and prawns of Singapore. In Essays in Zoology, ed. Chou, L.M. and 

Ng, P. K. L. Singapore: National University of Singapore, pp 189-204.

Tables and Figures should fit within the print area 13 x 20 cm. Figures should be clearly drawn and saved as raster 
graphics (bitmap, tiff, png, eps) at a minimum of 300 dpi. Photographs should preferable be saved at 600 dpi. Drawings 
should be planned to stand 50% reduction (use scale-bars). Please keep the manuscript file size to <10 MB. The cost 
of COLOUR figures must be borne by the author. Acceptance of such illustrations is at the discretion of the editor. The 
metric system and SI units should be used. Numbers from one to ten should be spelled in full. 

Authors will receive proofs of their papers before publication. These should be corrected and returned to the editor 
within 2 weeks. Three hardcopy reprints are supplied free and the authors may order more in advance by writing to the 
editor, the additional cost of which is borne by the authors.

Please address all enquires of submissions to;

Editor, MNJ
Malaysian Nature Society,

PO Box 10750
50724 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Email: editor.mnj@gmail.com /editor@mns.org.my, 
Website: www.mns.org.my

Tel: 603 2287 9422 Fax: 603 2287 8773




